TASK FORCE ON LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE TO FAMILY VIOLENCE
The Need for Improved Collection and Availability of Domestic Violence Data
Speaker: Michele Waldner, Executive Director, New Horizons

The DPS-230, the form with which domestic violence offense data is collected, needs to be
improved, in order for officials and policy malkers to make decisions based on reliable
information.

1. The current DPS-230 form, which police officers use to submit family violence otfense
reports to the Department of Public Safety, is out of date and ill-suited to properly
describe the relevant facts of each case.

a. The form has not been updated since 2007;

b. Ttonly provides the reporting officer with one space in which to record
information regarding the criminal offense, weapons used and type of injury
during the incident, This is problematic because in cases where both parties are
arrested or injured, the officer has no chance to connect each response to the party
to which if refers;

c. Tt lists a limited number of potential offenses, and does not include relatively
common DV crimes, such as strangulation.

2. In addition, officers are not provided with a clear and concise checklist of the items that
they are required to provide to victims according to CT law. In order to help officers
petform their duties more efficiently, this list should be made readily available to them,
and one way to accomplish this would be to include it within the DPS-230 itself.

In addition, state agencies necd to work together to ensure that consistent statistics are
available from all sources.

1. During the course of the Task Force meetings, it became apparent that not only was it
difficult to obtain reliable domestic violence statistics from any one source, but the
numbers reported often varied greatly depending upon which agency provided them. As
such, consistent domestic violence data should be readily available to stakeholders so that
important policy decisions can be made using the best possible information.

9 We understand that different state agencies collect domestic violence offense data for
different purposes, and therefore have different collection policies, but once the various
collection and tabulation has been taken place, a/l of the information should be available
from any of the relevant agencies. This would require improved collaboration between
the departments, and will result in more reliable data for everyone.

Thankfully, the Task Force has recognized these concerns and taken meaningful steps to
address the eurrents problems with domestic violence data collection,
1. We fully endorse the recommendations of the Task Force regarding the creation of a
working group to revise the DPS-230 form.
2. We also support the proposed role that the Family Violence Model Policy Governing
Council will play in evaluating the accuracy of domestic violence data and improving
information sharing across state agencies.
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